
 
 

Excavations at Sisters Long Barrow, 
Abbey Home Farm, nr Cirencester  

7 – 21 August 2019 
 

 

 
Back in 2005 a long low mound in a field known as The Sisters, west of the A429 near Cirencester in 
Gloucestershire. Its size, form, and position strongly suggested it might be a long barrow built as a burial place 
by the first farmers on the Cotswolds about 3800 BC, similar to Belas Knap and Hetty Pegler’s Tump. 
Subsequent excavations in 2015–18 showed that the identification was right, and that the great stone-built 
structure developed through several stages. In August 2019 we will be exploring more of the stone cairn, 
looking into one of the possible chambers, and emptying quarries associated with the barrow’s construction.  
 
Helpers and volunteers are welcome (min. half-day). The site is at NGR SP 036053. The best approach by car 
or bike is to take the A429 northwards from its junction with the A417 to the east of Cirencester towards 
Stow-on-the-Wold. After about 2.5km turn left onto the Welsh-Way (signposted Perrott’s Brook) and head 
west. There is a gateway about 800m along the Welsh-Way on the left, with a track leading down to the site. 
 

We will be working daily 09:00–17:00hr, except for Mondays which will be our rest day! The site is fairly 
exposed so please come equipped with clothing and footwear for all possible weather conditions. Please bring 
your personal archaeological field-kit if you have one (Trowel, gloves, kneeling mat, hand-tape, plumb-line, 
pencils, scale-rule etc.); hand-tools and excavation equipment will be provided. If you would like to join in the 
excavation then please email Tim Darvill in advance to let him know the days you would like to attend 
(tdarvill@bournemouth.ac.uk). 
 

Visitors are welcome to view the site at any time during the working day. Posters showing the results of 
previous excavations at Abbey Home Farm can be seen in the café at the Organic Farm Shop on Burford Road, 
Cirencester. An open evening with guided tours will be held on Wednesday 21 August, starting at 19:00hr. Do 
come and see what we have found! 
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